Counterfeit rabies vaccine (ABHAYRABZ®) in India

Information for GPs and clinicians in NSW - please distribute to all staff in your facility
GOVERNMENT

e The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has been alerted to the distribution of
counterfeit Abhayrab® rabies vaccine circulating in India since 1 November 2023.

e People who may have received Abhayrab® in India may require replacement rabies PEP vaccine doses,
and will either be referred to GPs or Urgent Care Clinics from public health units, or could self-present.

e Please contact your public health unit on 1300 066 055 for additional guidance.
Situation;

e Counterfeit Abhayrab® rabies vaccine has been circulating in India since 1 November 2023. While this product
is not available in Australia, it may impact people who have had partial or full post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP)
while in India.

e People are impacted if they:
o received rabies vaccine in India from 1 November 2023 onwards, and
o were administered one or more doses of Abhayrab®, or if the vaccine brand administered is unknown.

e Since it is difficult to tell whether the genuine or the fake Abhayrab® product was used, as a precaution anyone
who was administered Abhayrab® in India should be considered to have had the counterfeit vaccine.

e People who completed their full rabies vaccine course in a country other than India, including Australia, are not
affected by this alert.

Recommendations:

e For people who have returned to Australia and who received one or more rabies vaccine in India since 1
November 2023:

o replace any dose(s) of Abhayrab® or any doses where the vaccine brand was unknown, with dose(s) of a
valid rabies vaccine registered in Australia (Rabipur® or Verorab®). See ATAGI advice for further detail.

o request blood for rabies serum antibody serology (SST/GEL tube (GOLD)) and send to NSW Health
Pathology Westmead for testing. Indicate on request form to ‘bill to Health Protection NSW’. If titres
is <0.5 IU/ml, seek expert advice or call your local public health unit.

e People with documented dose(s) of a different brand of rabies vaccine in India do not need any replacement
PEP vaccine doses.

e PHUs will contact and assess people who have known rabies PEP commenced in India and completed in
Australia who meet the criteria and will refer them to GPs or urgent care clinics for further PEP vaccine doses.

e Individuals who received a full course of rabies PEP vaccine in India may not be known to NSW Health. These
patients may self-present to clinics following media coverage and will need to be assessed against the above
ATAGI criteria. Please contact your PHU to assist with the risk assessment and management plan.

e People travelling overseas to high-risk areas should be counselled on rabies prevention and where appropriate,
offered rabies vaccine as pre-exposure prophylaxis prior to travel. Advise overseas travellers to keep detailed
records of vaccines administered outside of Australia, including date, product name, and batch number. Where
possible, take a photo of the vaccine packaging and label.

Background:
e Rabies transmission to humans is rare and preventable with PEP following a bite or scratch from a rabid animal
overseas. This PEP may involve up to 5 vaccine doses +/- rabies immunoglobulin, depending on circumstances.
Further information
e ATAGI statement: Counterfeit Rabies vaccine (Abhayrab®) reported in India
e Australian Immunisation Handbook: Rabies and other lyssaviriuses
e CDC - Rabies in India: Travel notice
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